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«HE Honour Your Grace did me in Approving 
this Sermon when You heard it, in Com- 
manding the Publication of it, and Allowing 
me to Preſent it to your ſelf, is too great to he 
refus d. I ſhould not have thought it worthy of the 
Preſs, but for Your Grace's Approbation of it; nor have 
rentur'd- to have ſent it abroad, but under ſuch a Pro- 
| THE Occaſion of my preaching it was from an Indig- bY 
ſppation I had to ſee the Impreſſion that has been made on 1 
tome of the People to the Prejudice of the Adminiſtration 
Dy a Courſe of Slander, and the worſe Deſign grafted on 
F, of ſtriking at the Juſtice of the Revolution. When 
hey had endeavour'd to render Her Majeſty's Ad miniſtra- 1 
Don odious, then was it thought a proper Time openly to E 
Ittack a Fundamental Principle of the Revolution. This ® 
. » » Muſt be done under a Pretence of Loyalty to the Queen, 1 
pnda mighty Zeal was ſhewn for Her Majeſty's Heredi- 
fary Zith to the Crown, on purpoſe to caſt a Refſection 
pn the Act of Settlement. VVV 
I am far from charging the Generality of the People 
ith an ill Meaning in it. A few cunning Heads will 
dad great Numbers after em, who do not ſee into tze 
$onlequences of what they do. They. are told the 2 
Tburch is in Danger, that there is a Deſiga to alter tie 
Frame of the Government, and to introduce 2 Republick; . 
Ind can the People be blam'd if they do any thing they 7 
oy ß 406 AE | are Ts 
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are inform 4 will "extritate em out 7 theſe Dangere ? 
No: The Fault is in thoſe that tell em fo, if it be not 
rrue; and if it be, I am content to be call'd che SAN | 
DERER. 8 4 
WHEN hers ! is a Pretender to Her Majeſty 8 Crown 19 
it is not a Time to diſavow any FUST Title ſhe has to 
it, as I doubt not that is which ſhe has from the A f 
Settlement, às well as the Hereditary. It was the only 
one King V lliam of Glrokious Memory had; and 
ſince it was not in His, I hope it will not be iſp utedi 
in Her Majeſty's Reign. I ask Your Grace's 8 for 
laying this before 5 which is ſo well know to 
Your Grace already. | 
1 Beſeech Gov long to preſerve the Quuzs to be a} Fenſuri 
Bleſing to the Nation, and to make all Her Suhjects under 
{ enfible of the great Benefits and Advantages they have Negle 
under Her ue e 1's Adminiſtration: and as He hs par- ert 
 tieularly own'd the Juſtice of Her Title, by giving the con 
moſſt bonſt ent Succeſs ro Her Arms; ſo may the gene- 
ral Thankfulneſs of the whole Kingdom for the H Happi- 77077 
neſs and Security they enjoy under Her Majeſty's Reign, fh 
be feen in 2 dutiful Submiſſion, and unreſeru d Obedience to 
Her Government. | 
MA the Duke of Maxzxonobon and Your Grace 


ing t 
Thi 
As! 
that a1 
preſs t 


en. 
Aist. 
Light 
to be 
ler live to reap the Fruits of His Great Servi ces to his great 


Country; and as 0 have been eminently diſtinguiſh d} and 
by the Bleſſings of Gov in this World, fo may you be en 
proportionably bappy in the nest. This is the earneſt bay 
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Your Grace 5 moſt Obedient, „ we 

7 and moſt Humble Servant, - _ & chic 
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, 8 | $6 Wt bs | 

S toy IHE Word afdoxary, which in my Text is tran -... 
. „ lated Mafters, properly lignifies Teachers, and the bs 
only | Apoſtle means by it fuch as affume to themſelves a * 
and Power of Cenſwring and finding Fault with every "1 


puted bing that is not juſt according to their on Notion and Model. | 

u to s it is every one's Duty to Exhort, Reprove, Rebułe thoſe "i 
bat are in any Degree of Subjection to him, when they tranſ- 44 
_. .\prefs their known Duty; ſo 'tis an unpardonable Fault to be 

be Atenſuring and judging other Mens Actions who are no ways 


/ nder our Government, upon every ſuppoſed and imaginary 


ar. In the 234 Chapter of St. Alanben, when our Saviour hack 
> the condemn'd the Seribes and Phariſees Aﬀectztion to be calłd * 
ene. (Rabbi, Rabbi, Maſter, Maſter, he cautions his Hearers not to 7 


, arrogate to themſelves thoſe Names, Fer. 8. But be ye not called 3 
OP" Mifters, for one is your Maſter; even Chriſt, and all ye are Bre- 


18m, hren. And likewiſe at the 10h Verſe, Neither ve called 
ce to A iſters, for one it your Maſter, even Chriſt. Theſe Texts give 9 
Light to the Apoſtle's Meaning, when he commands us note 

Brace to be many Maſters, knowing, ſays he, that ye (hall receive the 1 

o his greater Condemnat ion; that 1s, Do ye not preſume to cenſure 

iſb' d and judge one another here, becauſe ye are all reſerv d to a 

u be greater 7 hereafter. When the Lord Jeſus ſhall be re- 1 

ng, vealed from Heaven with his mighty Angels, then is the pro- 

9 wy Time for T#dgment. He is your only Maſter now, and will 
be your on Judge. „ „ 

St. James in this Chapter ſhews both the Difficulty and We- 

ceſſity of bridling the Tongue, a Member of great Uſe and Ad- 

ED 2 to us when rightly order d and govern'd, for theres. 

j with bleſs we God: but a very unruly Evil, and full of deadly 
Poyfon, when indiſcreetly manag'd ; for therewith alſo cxrſ2 
we Men, who are made after the Similitude of God. That 
part of the Miſgovernment of the Tongue, which the Apoſtle + 

# chiefly deſign'd to reform by this Chapter, is raſh Cenſure or 

judging other Mens Actions, which fall not under our Cogn 3 

Z zance, and belong not to our Juriſdiction; a ſetting ou” felves 
-. 3 upas the Maſters, Teachers, and. Judges of all Men, fo that 

_ *;& nothing (ball happen within the compaſs of our Knowledoe, 
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but we ſhall examine it as critically, and cenſure it as confiſſulek 
5 dently, as if we were the proper and only Fudge: of it; nd; th tl 


to oppoſe ſo prevailing and dangerous a Sin, I ſhall in the 


lame in the Injury done to Mens Credit, they can no otherwiſe % 
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conſidering that we our ſelves are Men, and upon that achay d 
count not only incapable Judges of it thro the Shortneſs of own ir 
Faculties, but alfo improper ones, becauſe we are liable to the Tbey! 
ſame Faults, and reſerv'd to the ſame Judgment. nd d ti 


. This Sin, how odions ſoever in the Apoſtle's time, ſeems toll wn ( 


have gain'd great Repatation in ours, there having never been F en 
at any tune ſo general a Liberty taken in judging uncharitably oſſeſ 
of other Men, as now. Inſtead of leaving one another to theſ the 4 
juſt Judgment of God, Men ſeem to'claim that Power them- 


fs ſelves, not only arraigning their Afions, but alſo their very to pu 


* * 


Thoxghts and Deſigns. In order therefore, as far as in me lies, 


following Diſcourſe endeavour to diſcover the Malignity, and 
ſet forth the Aggravations of it. | . bh, 
For, 1, Canſure bas then the Nature of Sin, when it is raſn 
and inconſiderate, when we give too eaſy credit to what we 
hear, and by confirming the Belief of other Mens Lies, really, . 
tho raſhly and unadviſedly, become the Authors of em Ken 
and this is properly Cenſure. 1 1 
2ly. When our Cenſure, being falſe and unjuſt, is attended 
with Slander, and made ſubſervient to the baſe Deſigns of Ha- 


« 


tred and Envy, it is diſtinguiſh'd by the Name of Calumny. _ A 
Both theſe kinds of Scandal are juſtly hateful and abomi- * 


nable; and tho' the former be of a leſs flagrant Nature tban 
the latter, yet the ill Conſequence of them both being the 


be diſtinguiſh'd than according to the Degree of Malice that 
accgmpauies 'em. 85 . x * 
And this Vice will appear to be attended with ſuſficient 
Guilt, by ſhewing you that tis compounded of the two chief 
Ingredients of the Devil's Nature, Pride and Malice, the one 
the Cauſe of his Fall, the other his Imployment ever {ince. 
The arrogant and overweening Conceit ſome Men have of 
themſelves, ſets em upon a ſtrict Survey of other Mens Acti- 
ons, with a deſign to ſet themſelves off by their Errors and Fai- 
lures, upon a falſe Suppoſition, that the leſs Eſteem they have, 
the more will fall to their own ſhare. They think they can't 
appcar to advantage, whilſt others have any Pretence to Re- 


a; 
N 


Kh 
1 


gard; ſo thaf in order to raiſe their own Credit, they pull 

down their Neighbours Reputation, founding their own on 

the Ruins of it. This ſets em upon the baſe Arts of Detra- 

ction and Defamation, and if they can't find real Scandal un 

enough to ſully their Adverſary's Character, their Malice * 
= | be quickens 


e Sr. George's Chapel, OT 
s confiluickens their Invention, and furmſhes em with it. Thus, 


aſt a Man at once, and th 


it; nqith their Father the Devil, oy go about ſeeking whom they ; 


vat acÞay devour. If they could 'b 
of Ou * a N * ) | 
to th bey ſhew their Good-will to it by profecuting with Carſes; 
And thundering Anathema againſt all that are not of their 
ems to dyn Opinion and Party, conſigning em over to Eternal Dam. 


r been Sion as confidently as if they had the Keys of Hell in their | 


ritably'# offeſſion. But fince their Power is ſhort of their Malice, and 
to the Ja i | | 
them. Eternal Condition; ſince He has made it impoſſible for them 

purſue a Man any further than this World; they content 


r very to 4p 
] themſelves with doing him all the Injury they can here, fol- 


e lies, 
in the ve . 
, and too often not ſuffering the hated Perſon to reſt quiet there. But 
tte Aggravations of this Sin will be belt ſeen by ſhewing you, 
1, The Injury done to our Neighbour by taking away bis 
tation. 7 „„ ; JIG 


34ly, Becauſe it defeats the only jaſtifable End of Cenſure. 


Fotherwiſe do in the World. i ee Sr 
And the 1ſt Aggravation of Cenſure is the Injury done our 
eighbour by taking away his Reputation. 
Men juſtly ſet a great Value on their Reputation, it being ſo 
- the neee ſſary, that there is little Comfort or Happineſs without it. 
wiſe Iis that which gives a Reliſh to all our Enjoyments, and ren- 
ders our Lives pleaſant and eaſy. to us. Without it all the 


Mipid, and in compariſon of it, Riches and Honour are de- 

chice ſervedly deſpis d. If a Good Name be better than precious Oint- 

one ment, then certainly the Degree of Sin, in depriving another 
oo it, muſt be proportionable to the Loſs of ſo os 


\Rj- klictions the Devil himſelf could bring upon him, he ſtill com- 


Fai- forted himſelf in his Integrity ; but when that was call'd in 
ave, | queſtion by his unmerciful Friends and miſerable Comtorters, 
an't his Patience was in greater danger than from all his other Mil- 


Re- | fortunes. This Accuſation pierc'd his very Soul, whereas that 
pull vas no wa affected by the other leſe, tho intolerable Miſeries. 

on Ihe Loſs of his Cattle, the Slaughter of his Servants, and the 
/r4- Deſtruction of his Children, no nor the Soreneſs of his Diſeaſe, 


dal üncommon both in its Nature and Miſery, nor all the Cala- 
lice. mities put together, that the Providence of God ay 
= 55 4 e . 


tens 


im into Eternal Perdition, no doubt they would do that too. | 


_ able a thing. 
e of When Fob lay under the Hand of God, and the ſeverelt Af- 


a Ke 

at . - * 

„ K A 
.- 


e Almighty bas reſerv'd to Himſelf the Determination of our 


owing him to his very Grave with Scandal and Obloquy, and 


F 2aly, The Difficulty of reftoring it to bim after we have * 


4, Becauſe tis an Hindrance to the Good a Man might 


Conveniencies of this World would be miſerably flat and in- 


"Þeſat him; id aot ſo ſenſibly grieve the poor Many; horse theit 
n him ſo ſevere an Expreſſion as the ſingle Chr cof HY ay af 
POS RIS V: For at the 446 Verſe of the 130 Gager milie 
his History, he tells em, they were Forgers of Lie, and Phyyhe cith 


iclains of no value. here w 


The ſudden and lamentabls Revolution in chat Great as wellPare t 
as-Good Man's Fortune, will teach us that the Beſt and Hapyhe mo 
pieſt of us all may ſoon be reduc d to ſo low a Condition, thatſiſs tha 
the Kindnefs of! others may. be neceſſary to our Supporit@ould 
and reſervation; and tho a tender Senſe of Pity andfhe {ey 
Compaſſion be tor the Benefit of the Diſtreſs d implanted in han &. 
our Mature, yet the good Opinion we have of the Suffer er, 241), 


c mmonly recommends him to onr. Zeneficence, and quick Mothe 
our Care aud Induſtry in his Relief. Mary a poor Man, f refled 
v boſe Condition deſerv d Couſideration and Pity, has no doubt oer 
thro'anill Character given of him, been leſs regarded than the Hanki 
1 Nature ef his Wants requir d. In ſpeaking of other Men the Ebers. 
. greateſt Caution is due. We know-not what mury we may Reparai 
do em When we undeſignedly drop a Reflection upon em, moſt 

nor at what di ſtance of Time it may break out to their Diſad· Neard 


Perſon 


| Me CO! 
baſeft of Sins. There is no Man out of the teach of Calumny. Ireſſio 
Thoſe of the greatett Dignity, Power and Merit, are as ſubjectQeforc 


mics, they are at once depriv'd of their Power. and Repmtatidn. Mce. 
It robs the State of their Service, and themſelves of the Honour + ſ 


the: c 
mitted to them. Their ſpiceful Adverſaries know there is no 3 
other way to remove em fiom the Degree of Favour they axe uiliy. 
8 £ } r far Sou 
2s they can prevail, they fix a laſting Reproach: | alumn) whe th 
=. 2 N res and is A Fade Ln 4 Eiv'd 
Infamy for their Enemies to apply to em thro the whole Courſe they .c 
4 Foe of Slander is not conſin d to A 25 


- 


of Power, tho perhaps it was meant at firſt only in prejuakes | e 
. | | rey Þ 


— 
7 N xi 
1 { * ; 27 
5 8 4 Leh 3 


— — 


OE" af SE George's Cooper, 7: 5 ag WY 
extorſ® their Power, and to remove em from their Authority, it i: 
Way affect their Lives afterwards, and reach and ruin their © © 2, 


ter families. It is to be fear'd the ill Conſequences of this Vice ©. "WM 
Phy e either overlook'd, or the Nature of it miſunderſtood, elſe © 4 


there would be the ſame Dread of falling into it, the ſame wo 
welfare to avoid it, as there is to ſhun Murder, or any other « 


lapthe moſt crying Sin. The Injury done by the former is little 
that ſs than by the latter, and I know no Reaſon why the nn 
port hould not be as common as the other, if it be not owing to 7 
andſſe ſeverer Laws made againſt Marder, that it is leſs frequent 4 
„% th eter 1 TT EN ko | 
fer er, 241y, The Difficulty of reftoring our Neighbour's Credit is 
KEDS mother great Aggravation of g. For he thar once lets 


Man, g reflecting Story go out of his Mouth, puts it out of his own © © 
Nover to recall it, there being a ſcandalous Proneneſs ii 
n theWankind to ſpread abroad ahy thing to the Diſreputation of _ © 2 
n the gthers. Tis ſuch a Sin as will hardly admit of Repentance, 
may Feparation being a neceſſary part of it, which in this caſe is 
em, Mmoſt- impoſſible to be made. For till every one that has 
Uad feard of the Cenſure is convinc'd of the Innocenge of the injur d 
„ Perſon, the Scandal is not remov'd, neither is full Satisfaction 
bief, ade. But the Misfortune is, that thoſe Perſons that imploy, 
ta- their Tongues moſt in raiſing and ſpreading Scandals of others, 


nny.grefion. A Man mult be void of all Yuſtice and Good: nature 
bject gefore he can embark himſelf in ſo baſe a Sin, and will ſcarce 
Fave Goodneſs enough leſt in him to touch his Heart (if God 
Pes not) with a Senſe of the Iufury of it. When once we 

has ſafterour ſelves to be led into this Sin by the Author of Aiſchief, 
For ad to be ſo immediately imploy d in the Devil's own Work, 


ne i will loſe no Opportunity of engaging ns further in his Ser- 
n. Mce. It may be ſaid of this Sin, as it is of raſh Swearing, 2 
NOUr that ſome Men are ſo us'd to it, that they hardly know when A 
OM- they commit it; and then *tis very unlikely they ſhould make -J 
3 NO Reparation for it, when they are ſcarce ſenſible they have been 
Axe guiliy. And in truth this Vice bas of late Years got fuch 
s far ound among us, that one would think that thoſe that excr- 
a iſe themſelyes in it not only apprehendea no Guilt, but con- 
1d of iv d that they merit by it; and as the Fews formerly thought 
uric pey: did God good Service by killing his Diſciples, ſo there 
d to re ſome now who- believe they are doing Service to God's 
me- arch, whilſt they are depriving the moſt eminent Members 
* OL f it. of their Reputation. And how theſe Men will be brought 
gut & repent of that which: they think their greatef f Vertue, or it 
dice ey thou d be inclin'd to it, how they will reſtore that Cyedit 
to ey have ſo indufirionſly rain'd, I am at a loſs to conceive. 
| 5 B 9 Sue 


id * 


* * « 
— . ” > * 2 ws 
Pu 1 1 . F. 4 1 k p 1 * . 4 
1 y » ; x , , n — 0 
32 "IT * r Y G 
XK; — [ © Sp, x 1 2 4 2 re * 4 a q N- 
6 . 2 2 bo 2 2 


. 
” Io ' 
* — 2 % 1 . 0 g 18 933 0 
„ " > os by p oy 1 . - l . — 

I ” 0 — 9 2 of 2 A > R_— : .S 
wy ry 3 FE” = % * 5 2 3 Spb FD 4 . ( p » fa 1 oy Keke 
=" I . PET A” 1 8 ad nar main ' 1 * Ter : : n « 

by PR EEE. 2 x "SN, 8 1 * * 2 * 1 * "© 22 * 


* 
2 


_ 
4 
1 a 
| 
1 


5 ** r 
4 ' * 3 
s 


** 4 * * F * * "= * ” 
vg aan, £0 | 
RAY 1 


erm, d 
ure Jam that it will require more Time, and coſt more 


Trouble than they are aware of; and that if they will ſethe Wa 
about it in good. earneſt, their Diligence muſt be at leaſt ae De 
great in repairing; as it has been in deſtroying their Neighbouro#b!7» 
Reputaticns. '/ gy (ee e 5:2 Roper. 

3dly, Another great Ageravation of this Sin is, that it def 1 
feats the only iſcifiable End of Cenſure. For nothing can eu favin; 
euſe the cenſuring our Neighbours Actions, but a Deſign of dovered 
ing em good, and re orming their Lives by it. It has been ſel ht W. 
dom known that any good has been done upon a guilty Perſon the 


by publiſhing his Crinics, and proclaiming his Infirmities. Sharp? Ct 


and ſevcre Methods will rather harden and confirm him in high pa 
Wickedneſs than reclaim him from it. One that is really dona lemiſ 
cern'd for bis Brother's Good will firſt try another Method ill by 


Beſore he offers bis Interpoſition, he will conſider whetlier th holinę 


gentler way of admoniſhing him privately will not be mor 
inſtrumental to his Recovery, than to proſecute him with ſar 

and bitter Invectives. That is the trueſt Charity which imphysempt 
it ſelf in covering Faults, not that which delights in 'expoſtiagy An 
*em.. That Man's good Intcntion may juſtly be ſuſpected# Car 


who rebules with Oſtentation; and he who ſeems to glory imp? t 
objecting a long Catalogue of Crimes to his Brethren, willhich t 


hardly clear him{:If from the Character of rejoicing in theirs oulc 
Iniquity. Reproot loſes its Nature and its End too, when it 18 e 
given in a boaſting manner, but eſpecially when Hatred again ÞM1Y 


the Perſons appears to be the prevailing Cauſe that they ar nen 


+ 


charged with the Czimes objected to them. Throwing out ge mit 


neral Reflections will never do any particular Man good, and ude 


railing Accuſations are unjuſtifiable when they are brougb f 7 
againſt the worſt kind of Men, cven thoſe that deſpik dge ( 
Government, and are not afraid to ſpeak evil of Dignitzes, alt in 
you may read in the ſecond Chapter of the ſecond Epiſtle Meal 


| St. Peter. a 6 2 0; 


If it be an expreſs Command of the Scripture that all thing W. 
be done with Charity, for which ſte the 16% Chapter of tha the 
2d Epiſtle to the Corinthians, at the 14th Verſe; then that & He 
proof which is given in an ancharit able manner, and attendecq h“ 
with bitter and provoking Expreſſions, is ſo far from beinen th 


Juſtiſiable, that it is really ſinful. That Man certainly muſt bent, 


void of all C:-iſcian Charity, who can in a paſſionae manner A 
without any ſecming Concern for their anhapty Caſe, but raj >? 


tie withan irof Satisfaction, pronounce Eternal Damnation! 
on u BRETHREN. tho' in his opinion FALSE ones. W ch 
are in leed ar , to declare ſuch Perſons liable to that df 
mal State, hd perſcvere in the Commiſſion of thoſe pariicut 


Sins which are made damnable by the Goſpel of Chriſt, but hauf 
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a(t a#Þe Devil and his Angels, thoſe whom we anjuſth) or at leaſt 
bourWexbrfslly conclude under a general Charge. The Spirit of the 
Goſpel is of another Strain: Inſtead. of delivering an ince- 


it dg 


mer. Having bim with him, the Scripture commands that he he dc- 


3f do. Avered over to Satan indeed for the Deſtruftion of the Fleſh, 


1 
5 2 
* 


en ſel Hut with this merciful Intention, that the Spirit may be ſaved 
er ſon in the Day of the Lord Jeſus, the 1ſt of the Corinthians, the 


Sharp! 


* 


don Rlemiſbes of others, it is for hiding them here, in hopes they 
„thod Will be waſh d out by the Blood of the Lamb hereaſtier. But ſup- 
ier the hoſing the Crimes we undertake to cenſure to be pablick and 


mort Notorious, we are even then directed to do it in the Spirit 


Kari Adee lbneſs, and to conſider our ſelves, leſt we alſo be 


bar 
2 
* 


hl empted or drawn into the like or greater Sins. 


oe And if the Chriſtian Religion enjoins us to obſerve ſuch 
ected g Caution in reproving viſible and pororio Crimes; it it 


ory ine a Chriſtian Duty to conceal real Faults, and to admo- 
; willÞih the guilty Perſons privately, leſt proclaiming their Sins 


then mould harden and make em averſe to our well meant J- 


? : WW _— 
n it HHractions; much more are we oblig'd to be ſilent when the 
gain pinion we have taken up of our Neighbour's Guilt is doubifad, 
yy ache L ro path 5 
ut 9 admitting an injurious Judgment of them, when we con- 


„ an hude them guilty without Proof, and charge em with Ug- 
oughtFrtainties, And this mult always be the. Caſe, when Men 
efpi {#42 one another's Deſigns, when they pretend to know what 
is, 4% in their Neiglibours Hearts, and thence take occaſion to 
(He o Meak all manner of Evil of them. We are not to reprove 

By Conjefture, nor romantically to encounter Faults that are 


thing ne where but in our our own Brains.” We mult be fare 
of the 


at A, Aſe we ſhall our ſelves be guilty of judging according to Ap- 
endezarance, and our Fudgment will be far from being Kighreons. 
bein In this we tranſgreſs the Rules of Charity as well as. Fudg- 
uſt bent, which thinketh no Evil, much leſs imputes it to them 
anner! whom there 18 none. 7 

ut ra And OL Ir lt, 18 
natioltquiſite to be obſei vd by the Miniſters of the Goſpel in the 


s. W. iſcharge of their Miniſterial Duty. We are more particu- 


at di Arly concern'd to ſpeak the Words of Trath and Soverneſs ; 
ticul 


np: Leal from that of Fury, 


11 d Warrant to conſign over to, or to leave in the Company of 1 


ou, Perſon, one of the greatsft of Sinners, over to Satan, and 
"Fx 


h Chapter. Inſtead of :hrowing a Sinner into the Fire, it is 
in hir palling him ont; and inſtead of diſcovering the Spots aud 


hen perhaps ours may be greater than theirs, in ſo raſhly 


bf the Crimes before we pronounce judgment on the Perſons, 


And this Caution, of founding our judgment right, is molt, 


d unleſs we are careful of this, we ſhall not be able 
it ha clear our R#proofs from the Imputation of Calamny, and 


2 Icom: 


2 


. SCID 7 a... 


dts An 


—— COS — —. tueis Wp eL. - — 


3332 5 - 
ä A at En IR Me rt Ie — HO 
E 


45 n= — * 


ny 
"MR 
' w 


— 


- 
® 0 — 
We, * £ . 
a. 19 8 
2 4 
c 4 
* J "os * 4 
2 
* 
* © 


L 


a, ** 4 ST 4 
* "4 N WY" * 


* Py n $5.99 14 1 
*z "dy b 2 p 
, þ n . f 
* 2 n 7 1 
-4 : 7 4 . * Ne | 


N. | * A x : i 
* - > bl . + « * 1 5 2 

* n 4 | of 438 5 2 3 4 : „ 2 TY 5 e . * :, * 8 

of 6 * N * ** : 0 — * * 2 * A mg - * * LY * K* 4 "IIS. 7 THT 
; * * % : » N - : 4 a * * - 4 V5 * \ 8 F JO hw. 

p N 1 4 N 4 * - ” * 4 7 * . 0 * 2 
* £ a , . 4 ” W * 26 . N 7? 
12 44 Sermon preath lt 


1 come now to the laſt and greateſt Aggravation of Cſarſdes, 
. which is, that the taking away another's Reputation by fal lama 
and malicious lxſinuations, is a Means of hindring the God lers f 
he might otherwiſe do an the WOrlCL. Pfrom 
As little Faith as Men bave in other matters, they ſuffqſ is the 
themſclves to be eafily led into the Belief of any thing tha Contr. 


will wound the Reputation of others. One ſcandalous Re O ove! 


0 


flection upon em often repeated and bold ly maintain'd o kr 
will make a greater Iimpreſſion on ſome People than the vith 


fable Integrity, of the accus d Perſons whole Lives. The Diſh Mo. fa 


covery of a real, or but imaginary Error in Men of Powering 
15 one of the Triumphs of Ul-nature, and ſhall be fare to as ir 
be expor'd with all the Pomp and Solemnity imaginable.” And ſcenſt 
to what purpoſe is this done but to weaken their Reputa Defec 
tions, and by begetting a Contempt of em in others, to ren Zea 
der their Defors, tuo never ſo beneficial to Mankind, inwconte 
ea? | ; | have 
This, if it falls on a good Man, tho' of a private Condi I. 
tion, is a very great Sin; but if it light on one in a pablicigRigh 
Station, it mult be highly prejudicial to the Intereſt of Godſſthat 
and Man, ſince it leflens that Power which might andot a 
ought to be i-pley'd to the Service of both, * | Cbri 
But if it be levell'd at All in Authority, if the whole Go. ſuffe 


dernment be at once afpers/d and calumniated, and that bygverm 


a Miniſter of the Goſpr! in the Exerciſe of his Sacred Imploy and 
ment, whoſe Buneſs is of a very different Nature, I ſhall leave will 
every one to judge of the Extenſtvzneſs of ſuch a Crime, whoſn t 
is ſenſible of the Advantage of living under Government. All Go 
that are ſenſible of the Benefit of Government in general T. 
(and who might if they would be happy under the pre: the 
ſent?) are proper Judges what an Injury is done to the ot! 
whole Community by reflecting on the Adminiſtration! What gan: 
a Diſcouragement it is to them to proceed in their Labour: in 4 
for tlie Publick Good ! what a continual Trouble and Vexa- nitie 
tion it gives em! what an Hindrance to the Peace and Wel; ende 
fare of the Conimanity which they are continually intending of t 
2nd When things go beſt find difficulty enough in ſec aring g 
And it is- not to be doubted that thoſe that male, and thoſq Sub; 
that encourage Reflections againſt the Government, too well then 


know the Conſequences of em, and mean that Miſchie 2 


die Government ſhould be %% d and careſid where: ever hy 


which they naturally tend to produce. the 
It is not to be wonder d at, that an angry, diſcontented tur 
»Fl:#; Perſon ſhould undertake to aſperſe and blacken af thei 
Miniftry, who have all along ſhewn themfelyes Enemie the 
10 Violence, and Promoters of Union ; but that"the/Reviten of the 
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n far des, that he ſhould be condufted- in Frimph/and with - 4M 
y fal lamationg thro part of the Kingdom, that lus wicked Slam- 

e God lers ſhould meet: with ſuch Approbation and -E1 couragement 
Prom great numbers of People of all Ranks. and Condition s, 
ſuffa is the wolt aftoniſhing. thing in the World. This is ſucha 
> tha Contradiction to the Chriſtian + Religion, ſuch an Afront to 
13 Re Ooverument, that L want the Spirit of that S LAN DER ER 
ain d to know by what Name to call t. 
je 2 When the Maintainers of ahſolute unconditional Obedience 
e Diſihſo far forget themielves, as to abet and encourage the vent · 
ower ing ſuch Slanders and Calummes againft the Government, 


re tas in their Conſequence. tend to Diſobediente, and are the 


And ſcenſtant Forerunners of Rebellion, it cannot be thought a 

puta Defect of Charity in any one to judge that their ill-govern d 

ren Zeal has carried them from their Principle; and. that by 

| in contending too earneſtly for the ſpeculative part of it, they 
have loſt the practical. = 1 F 

ondi I ſhall not pretend to determine which Party is in the 

»bliciFRight as to the Subject of their Diſpute, . but ſure Lam 

F Gochſthat thoſe are in the wrong of either ſide, who in defence 

and of any Principle ( eſpecially if it be not eſſential to the 
Cbriſtian Religion, if it be not an Article of Faith) will 

le Go. ſuffer themſelves to be carried from their Duty to che Go- 

at by oer nen, to which they are by the ſame Religion oblig d, 

play, and to ſet ſuch an Example of 1 to Authority, as 

leave will render it cheap and contemptible, and leſſen that Ame 

„ Whan the People, which is neceſſary to the Support of any 


we 
5 


. Al Government. 0 ian th 1 8 
enera There is one thing we are All agreed about, which is 
e pre: the abſulute Neceſſity of Government it ſelf, and there is a- 

o the pother that ouglit to be as univerſally allo d, that That 


* 


What cannot be ſecur'd, but by keeping up a Reſpect to thoſe 
bour: in Authority. Deſpiſing of Power, and ſpeakipg evil of Dig- 


Vexa- ities, is the way to deſtroy *em ; and that- Preacher. who 
Wel! endeavours to harangue the People into an ill Opinion 
ding of thoſe entruſted with the Pamer of governing em, lad as 
ring good tell em they have no need to be govern d at all, that 
thoſe Subjeftion is no Duty, and that they may, if they pleaſe, free 
well theinſelves from any Kiſtraint. The Govern d paft of Man- 
iſchie kind are too apt of themſelves to take up ill Thoughts of 
the Governing, and there is need enough of - conſtant, Le- 
rented / ctures of Obedience to be read tog em but when they hear 
ken af their on / ſeditions Thoughts: enconrag d and cenfirm d from 
mic the Pulpit, they remain no longer in doubt of the Truth of 
ile ol ; their Suggeſtione. eh A a SW III 7 TR PERS 
ver bY - Sedition- trom-1he-Prlpit bay rhis-peculiar idalignity in, 
[ed 2 B iat 
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erated, and by being mixt and blended with Religious Du-Ithe wa 
ties, as it becomes a Principle in the Hearers, it aſſumes thecontim 
Name of Religion, and pleads Conſcience in its excuſe, : Andſſthe ill 


then to what an Heat and Fury does it carry thoſe who 
are ſo unhappy to be poſleſs'd with it? 

Let thoſe Men that approve and encourage thoſe impious 
Meaſures now, look back to the Beginning of the fate hoy- 
rible Rebellion, and they will perceive the Nation cou'd not 


have been blown up to ſuch a Fury without the help of 


ſeditious Preaching, and that the People of England did not 
calt off their Loyalty go the King, till they were taught 
from the Pulpit that twas their Duty to oppoſe him. | 

Tis true this was then done by the Diſſenters from our 


Church; but as we have always objected it to them as a 


Crime, ſo when the ſame thing is done by one of our ohn 
Body, let us acknowledge it to be a Crime ſtill, and not 
undertake to defend that in our ſelves, which we have often 
with great Juſtice condemned in others; One would think a 
ſerious Reflection on the Prevalence of Slander in thoſe wick- 
ed Times, and the Confuſion it brought upon the Nation, 
ſhould hinder Men from giving it ſo great Encouragement 
in thoſe good ones, when every part of the Legiſlature keeps 
it (elf within juſt Bounds, and the whole Adminiftration is 
“C EE i ao 
But were there any Errors in the Alminiſtration, is this 
the way to reclaim em? No good Man certainly would 
take upon him to calamniate a Government in order to 4- 
mend it. It might provoke and exaſperate it, but cou'd not 
poſſibly have any good Effect. In ſuch a Caſe we know 
our Duty, wluch is to betake our ſelves to Prayers and 
Tears, and to leave the reſt to God Almighty, - the Ruler 
of all Events. A good Man will net expoſe the Paults 
of a Government, if they have any, much leſs impute thoſe 
to them which they have not. | TOOK 
It is a ſurprizing thing, that ſo many otherwife good Men 
ſhould overlook. the ill Conſequences of cenſuring and reflect- 
ing on the Adminiſtration, and thould be fo far from ſetting 
themſelves againſt it, as to look on it with Pleaſure and Ap- 
o bat ian. e . | | 
a * Good Men may be led into a Prejudice to the Adminiſtration, 
by hearing continual Slanders and Calumnies thrown upon it, 


Hut one would think that all the Art of wicked Men ſhould 


not bring them to approve and defend | thoſe Slanders 
when they lie before em, and they may read and ſeœe em. 
But to ſuch an /»fatuation are we got, whether as a Puniſh- 
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for our Sins God only knows, or whether it is brought 


con ſt. about by the Enemies of the Kingdom, who are always upon 
5 Du-Jthe watch to improve and foment the Jealouſies cauſed by theſe 


es the 
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who 
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continual Slanders, that many Men who cannot but diſcern 
the ill Conſequences neceſſarily reſulting from their Practi- 
ces, go into Meaſures which are neither for the Honour nor 
Security of the Nation. God knows what their End may 
be in them, but ſure there muſt be ſomething more than a 
Deſign to preſerve the Church, which (God be prais d) is in 
as flouriſhing a Condition as it has been from the Reformation 
down: toten Ine | [ts 
Their confining Her Majeſty's Title to the Crown to the He- 
reditary Right, by way of excluſion to that ſhe has from the AZ 
of Settlement, which at one Stroke brands the Revolution as an- 
lawful, and K. William's Reign as an Uſarpation, would give one 
too much Cauſe to doubt there is a Deſign form'd to condemn 
and ſet aſide the Revolution, and to unſettle all that has fince 
with ſo great Wiſdom and Difficulty been done for the Secu- 
rity of the Nation. But becauſe I am unwilling to charge 
em all with deſigning ſuch Conſequences as poſſibly only ſome 
of 'em might mean, I will charge em no further than theit᷑ 
N will juſtify me, by leaving em to Anſwer for them 
lves. „ „ 125 
Is this a Time to ſhew the Strength of an oppoſite Party ? 
Is this a Time for Feud- and Animoſities, tor Strife and Con- 
tention among our ſelves, when the common Enemy is brought 
to the laſt Extremity, when nothing can encourage him to 
continue the War, but a Proſpect of a Civil one here, when 
the Nation is upon the point of being ſecur d by an honouræ- 
ble and laſting Peace, in ſpight of the conſtant Oppoſition 
that has been given to thoſe. glorious Methods by which it 
has been hit{-rto. preſerv'd ? Is this a time to teach the Peo- 


ple to ſlight and contemn the Determinations of Parliament 


by conducting a Perſon convicted of High Crimes and Mi 
demeanors by that Auguſt Aſſembly, through the Kingdom in 
Triumph 1 ſhall only ſay this is playing the Maſters to the 
purpoſe : It is inſulting and trampling upon Governours and 
Government: It is uſurping the Judgment of that which has 
already receiyed the Dctermination of the Higheſt Court of 
Judicature upon Earth. e „ | 
TI am aware that I ſhall meet with C:nſure my ſelf, and 
be thought to tranſereſs the Rules I would ſet others, becauſe 
whilſt 1 am directing my Diſcourſe againſt Cenſure in gene- 
ral, I ſo particularly exerciſe that Talent my felt: But 1 
truſt, a Concern for Government in it ſelf contiderd, and 
eſpecially for the pradent Adminiſtration of it, we (ither do 
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de may live to happily under, will zutkit) my expreſſing 2 
Talous Watmtb and Refeorment again: the” aa 
Fedinon, and Oppoſers of Goternment; and in truth I cas 
but think that thoſe Men who prejudice: the Government by 


it anough Weakneſs or Malice. And tie we ate obhigd by 
Ckriſtian Charity not to cenſure our Neighbours pabliekby:tol 


ger from em to any one but themſelves, and when-concealy 


ing em may be a Means of reclaiming and bringing em 194 
Sanſe and Reformation of their Faults, yet when they are of a 


lime, that tis an abſolute and indiſpenſable. Duty. A Duty 
| peri belonging to Us of the Clergy, whoſe undoubted] 
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Encouraging Slanderers and Slanders againſt it, deferve to bg 


\ 


rankt among the Enemies of it, whether they: contribute tal 


Crimes that are of a private Nature, When there is no Dan 


puhlick ill Influence, when the Safeq of the whole: Kingdom 
is concerw'd in diſcovering. and expaſing em, in that caſe BY 
Palin cenſaring and reproving em to be ſd far from being al 
G 


arfineſs it is to witliftand and reſiſt growing Sins, and when 
ey become general and dangerous, to point out and ex- 
50 2 'em, that tboſe committed to our Charge may neither 
FI; e r N i * 2 ' 8 
E led into em through Ignorance, nor plead it for their Ex- 
cuſe: but being thoroughly ward of the Evil and Danger of 


thue Courſe they are engag'd in, may either be brought to Ne- 


pautance, of be lett ineæcuſabl e. i 
If therefore there be any among you that have been guilty 
Oi this heinous Sin of calumniating and defaming the Ad mini 
ftration, I beſeech you to avoid the fad Conſequences of it by 

a timely Reformation and Repentance, by imploying your! 
Tongues for tlie future in praiſing and bleſſing God tor his 
great Fayour to you, in placing you under ſo ui, fo gracis 
ous, ſo merciful a Government, by putting up your daily Pray- 


ers to the Almighty Diſpoſer of all things, to exznt Her A. 


jeſty a long Reign over us, to make it proſperous and loribus 


a In the future Coarſe of it, and to that end always to Heft Her 
with ſuch a Miniſtry, whoſe chief End is the Nation's Gd, 
the Security both of Church andi State; by endeavouring to ap- 


prove your ſelyes good Subjects to the beſt of Queen: by a 


| | quiet and willing Sabmiſſion to all in Authority, andiftiiving! 
to make Her Majestys Reign eaſy and happy, by paying a 


cheerſiil Honour and Obedience to thoſe, whoſoever they: ara, 


ſhe is pleaſed to entruſt with the Alminiſtration ot the Affair, 


of the Kingdom. VC 
Nom to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, 
be all Honour, Glory, Might, Maje$ty and Dominion, leg 


nom, and for ever more. Amen. 


